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Welcome!  We are preparing for our 2016-2017 and Marching Season.  In this packet, you will find information that is vital to having a successful experience.  

Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. Coston.

Online Registration

If you have not already done so, please visit the MHS Band website and complete online registration NOW.  The link is posted on the main page under the slide show.

http://goo.gl/forms/JKEBBtRsqf8eGgxH2
[image: image1.png]



Summer Band Camp 



August 8-12
            
8AM-5PM






August 16

3PM-8PM




August 18

3PM-8PM

Regular Season Practice Schedule:

Monday & Wednesday


7:30-8:40 AM
Wednesday (Percussion Only)

4:00-5:30 PM
Thursday 




4:00-6:00 PM
Friday (Game Days Only)


4:00-5:30 PM

*Practices will be reduced to one per week in the football post-season and/or following our final performance. 
Game Day (Home)!

Most home football games are played on Friday evenings.  Kick-Off is usually 7:30PM.  The game schedule is posted on the band web page.  Dinner is provided for all students by the MHS Band Parent Organization.

Students are expected to help clean and store equipment used during practice.  Please plan accordingly when arranging transportation. 

Away Games

We will play 1 or 2 away games.  These events are mandatory and are part of our performance schedule.  The band does not perform the half time show at away events.  We will play music and drum “grooves” in the stands.  

Post Season Events

We will travel with the football team to all post-season games.  All members are expected to participate in these events.  Once the team has played its final match, our season is officially completed.  

Fees

There is a nominal participation fee of $100 per member.  Fees are used to offset costs associated with running the band and are due the first day of camp (August 8th).  This fee does not cover band gloves, guard gloves, guard shoes, drum equipment (sticks), guard costumes, etc.  It does cover meals, and costs associated with travel, t-shirt, ball cap, and other administrative & equipment costs.  

Battery Drummers:


You are responsible for purchasing one (1) pair of performance sticks.  Mr. 
Coston will supply a practice set of sticks.  If you break your either set of 
sticks, you are responsible for replacing them.  Drum Carefully!


Pit Percussion:  All sticks/mallets will be provided.  If you break it…you 
bought it!  Drum Carefully!


Guard/Visual Team:  The band will supply most equipment.  You are 
responsible for 1 pair of gloves, shoes, make up, and accessories.  


Make checks payable to: MHS Band
Keep Connected  We use several tools to communicate with parents, students, and community members.  


Remind:  Test the message “@mohsband” to the number 8101.  You will 
begin receiving updates via text immediately.  

E-mail:  Please register online immediately via the link above.  Once you 
complete registration, you will begin receiving email updates and reminders.  


Website:  The band website is updated regularly.  The most important item 
our web site is the calendar.  Click on the “Calendar” tab to view the most up 
to date version.  The band web site is located at 
www.monticellobands.weebly.com
Camp Equipment (Bring these items with you)
Personal Water Cooler, Sunscreen, Sunglasses, White T-shirt, Shorts, Tennis Shoes/Socks, Pencil, Instrument/Equipment, Bag lunch, Nutritious snack, Positive Attitude!
Drummers:  1 pair of stick

Brass:  Valve Oil

Woodwinds:  3-5 Reeds (2.5 strength NO 3’s!!)

What to expect:

The Monticello Marching Band is an award winning Virginia Honor Band.  Without hard work and dedication to the program, these achievements would not be possible.  Hard work, dedication and a positive attitude will ensure our success this year and years to come.  You will have a very enjoyable time while working to meet all our goals!
8:00 - 9:00 AM Stretching and marching fundamentals!  This portion of camp will focus on individual marching style, body carriage, horn carriage, field commands, physical endurance and group discipline.  Morning exercises will take place on the parking lot.  Temperatures can range from 80-100 degrees.  Please dress appropriately and be sure to hydrate yourself.  Drink plenty of water each day. Most injuries that occur during band camp are a result of dehydration.

9:00 – 12:00 PM Drill Setting! You will all receive drill charts that show you where to go and how to get there.  Staff will assist you in learning the moves!

12:00 – 12:45 PM LUNCH  Bring a bag lunch.  Rest and hydrate!  Students may not leave campus!  You are expected to remain on site and be social with the team.
1:00 – 3:30 PM. Music Rehearsal!  Instructors will break down music to be performed in this year’s show.  Brass, Woodwinds, Percussion and Guard will practice separately during sectionals.  This allows the students to remain indoors during the warmest parts of the day.  Sectionals will last approximately three hours.  

3:30-5:00 PM Outside for more drill setting. 

Students are expected to help clean and store equipment used during practice.  Please plan accordingly when arranging transportation. 


Forms:
All forms must be filled out properly before any student will be allowed to travel with the MHS Band.  We will notify all participants if forms are missing during camp.  All forms are available on the Google Drive.  A link will be provided before camp.

Attendance Policy:

Our goal is excellence in all we do.  We cannot be successful without 100% participation every rehearsal.  Attendance at all rehearsals is mandatory.  Excessive absence will result in students being sidelined or removed from the band.  Please communicate all scheduling conflicts to Mr. Coston as soon as possible. 

Our staff has gone to great lengths to ensure student success.  This being the case, all doctor appointments etc. should be arranged around the practice schedule.  In the event of an unavoidable emergency, contact Mr. Coston immediately.  

If a student is absent from a rehearsal, they may not be allowed to perform that week’s show.  Students who are “sidelined” due to absences are still required to attend the performance and support their band members.  Any and all concerns must be directed to Mr. Coston, Director of Bands.

Expectations for conduct:

The Albemarle County Public Schools Code of Conduct shall be in effect at all times.  Penalties for inappropriate behavior will be enforced.  As members of the MHS Band, you are musical ambassadors for the County, Monticello High School, your community, your family, and our band.  Make a superior impression on all those who have not had the pleasure of your company.  Do not do anything that you may have to explain to someone later.

Equipment Storage:

The band room is our home away from home.  Students are responsible for cleaning up after themselves.  All spills must be handled immediately.  Chairs and stands must be stacked neatly at the conclusion of all rehearsals.  It is the responsibility of all students to keep the band room neat and clean.  Trash cans are available for your use.  Instruments are to be kept in the instrument storage room or instrument cubbies.  Instruments are not to be left on the floor.  Cubbies must be cleaned regularly.  Dirty clothes should not be stored in the band room cubbies.  
How Do I Get Involved?

First, we are all band parents.  Supporting our kids and the program takes man-power!  We need volunteers at all home football games, concerts, fundraising events, and more.  Here are some of the ways in which you can become more involved:  Drivers, Pit-Crew, Concessions, Chaperone, State Marching Assessment.
Drivers:  We need parents to drive vehicles and provide transportation to and from band events.  

Pit-Crew:  Band Dad’s usually love this!  Strong parents are needed to help move equipment around during football games and competitions.  

Concessions:  We operate the concession stand at all fall events.  We need volunteers to assist with the overall operation of concessions.  Revenue from sales helps to support the band for the entire year.

Chaperone:  ACPS policy states that we must have 1 adult for every 10 students when we travel.  Please consider serving as a chaperone on one of our many trips.

VBODA State Marching Assessment:   We will host the State Marching Assessment in 2016.  Our site if already full with 22 bands.  This has been a significant fundraiser for our program in the past.  This is an exciting and fun filled day of friendly band competition.  More to come on this later!  Stay tuned.


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































